     "You won't leave me, will you?" Nick asks Brandon shortly after revealing to him the results of his last blood test for HIV. "I don't want to die alone." 
     In spite of Brandon's protestations, the two soon find the love they had shared for many years in ruins.
     One year after their breakup, Nick is confronted with a ravaged immune system and a CT Scan and lab values which, along with his worsening forgetfulness, clenches the diagnosis of Progressive Multifocal Leukoencephalopathy (PML) -- a condition he has seen claim his friends and one which he vows will not take him. Due to the aggressive nature of the disease, he has only a few days of conscious life remaining. His plan, he announces to family and "extended family," is to voluntarily end his life himself before the disease renders him unrecognizable to those he loves and he, in turn, is unable to recognize them. 
     Uninvited to the farewell party, Brandon's presence is greeted with jeers from those who see him as having abandoned Nick is his time of greatest need.
     It's My Party (1996), although it left me and two other attendees needing Kleenex, the movie combines AIDS facts while dealing with relationships, parents, and death in a sensitive way.

     Shown to celebrate World AIDS Day Dec. 1 at the LGBTA Resource Center, it imparts a lesson that would be unseen a decade ago in emaciated and vomiting patients . As Nick talks to his grandson about his own boyfriend, we realize in death there is life: Relationships start anew and families unite.
