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     Last year, Devin Tomb cried to her father on a Pollock Road bench. 

     "What am I gonna do?" the sophomore bawled. "I'm at Penn State, and how could you 

not have the Collegian on your resumé as a journalism major?"

     She didn't know it then, but she would lead--less than a year later-- Penn State's 
newest student-run publication: "Valley" magazine. 
     When a Penn State female student walks downtown, she may feel a little out of her 
league eying the Lemon zest halter top by Susana Monoco for $248 in Mr. Charles' 
window or a teal blue dress with black belt for $88 at Express. Fortunately for her budget, 
there are other options.
     Valley magazine is here to help--part of the new wave of campus fashion magazines 
designed to make fashion affordable to college students. How about a yellow tie neck 
sweater by Tulle for $55 or $50 white camisole by Only Hearts--both also found at the 
high-end Mr. Charles? Other retailers featured in the magazine include Sydney Mac, 
Barefoot, Rag and Bones, and Metro. 

     Unbound is an e-zine, or electronic magazine, of The College of New Jersey in 
Ewing that includes fashion tips. Philadelphia University's Fashion Design Program has a 

blog, or e-journal. Stitch and eNVyus are fashion magazines of Northwestern 
University, where the latter was modeled off Vogue.
     Valley's Editor-in-Chief and new President Devin Tomb, who interned last summer at 

CosmoGirl for the executive assistant to its editor-in-chief and publisher, is the next 
female maverick with what she calls "one of those irrational childhood dreams" to be 
inspired by a popular national magazine, showing that The Daily Collegian is not the 
bottom line for journalism majors.
      "I honestly couldn't do this job well without having done an internship," says Devin. 
"I…got an insiders look beyond what the other interns did as to how a magazine is run.
I've based our workflow off of the workflow at CosmoGirl. I've based our pitch 
templates off the pitch templates at CosmoGirl, and I've also tried to mirror Susan 
Schultz, the editor in chief,…[and the]…nicest, most down-to-earth person I'll ever 
work for." 

     This Indiana, Pa. junior who is 20 years old was cut from the Collegian last year, but 
she remained undaunted as she attended a Valley interest meeting a few weeks later last 
fall. Devin became a writer, fashion editor, the magazine's fashion show helper, and 
overall factotum, eventually inheriting her current position and holding her first staff 
meeting the end of April. Her first issue as editor in chief will be Oct. 30.
     "I guess they [founders] felt like it was natural to give it to me," says Devin. "I hope 
they felt it was natural. So that's how I got here--I was lucky."

     It seems the four seniors at Valley's helm when it started last year as Classy and 
Fabulous--a mantra Devin's kept--picked a winner. Devin not only is responsible for a 
staff of more than 80, but she's also dedicated as well.
     "She's great," says the organization's advisor, Pamela Monk. "She's organized--maybe 
more organized than me."

     A typical day for her begins at 6:30 a.m. and ends at 1: 30 a.m. She leaves Wolf Hall 
and goes to class at 8 a.m., then holds office hours every Tuesday and Thursday from 
9:30 a.m. to 12: 30 p.m.--often the only officer to be available six hours a week. She 
discusses the main, 6-page "Collegiate Couture" section with the fashion editor around 
10:30 a.m. and advertising progress, upcoming promotional events and the financial 
aspect of the magazine at 11:30 a.m. with the Director of PR and Advertising. Pilates is at 
1:10 p.m., French class (part of her minor) is from 4:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., and Kappa 
Alpha Theta sorority--where she is vice president of education who conducts focus 
meetings on Tuesdays to educate new members and plan weekly programs for chapter 
education. After meetings and commitments are done, she prepares for the Valley staff 
meeting every Tuesday at 9 p.m., which alternate between editor and full staff. 
     "When I start to feel overwhelmed, I just remind myself that, yes, I'm busy, but 
everything I'm busy doing are things that I love."

     And love Valley she does, having created positions and dividing responsibilities into 
departments [beauty, fashion, entertainment, design, cultures, etc.] "…similar to what an 
actual editorial staff [she has 30] looks like." She so compartmentalized the fashion, 

photography, features, and public relations departments from last year, and set "a lot of 
deadlines to end up with a big product because I feel we didn't have a lot… last 
semester."

     All Devin's hard work has paid off, and, in the process of reviewing the first drafts of 
articles, she will put out her first (Fall/Winter 2008) issue on Oct. 30.
     But it will be an issue, she says, that will include more content variety and issues more 
in tune with the average Penn State woman than did last spring's magazine, so they--like 
her--can feel more represented.
     With a cover and fashion spread, both done by Mr. Charles, that perhaps 
overemphasized the "Valley girl model" stereotype; 32 percent of articles in the old, 

Spring 2008 magazine focused on relationships and sex while about 40 percent focused 
on fashion. Only a smattering-- about eight one-page articles of the 53-page magazine--
were related to careers and health 
     Bouncing back from negative criticism of the first issue, the brunette with a bob cut 

similar to Editor-in-Chief Anna Wintour of Vogue wants to also focus on politics, 
economy, job searching, budget balancing, and accomplished women gracing its cover 
for a "well-rounded issue and truly what the "Valley girl" represents--all in a "clean-cut, 
sophisticated style."
     "…[W]hile we love beauty and fashion," says Devin, " we're not just about beauty and 
fashion and neither is the typical Penn State student. It's not all about guys, and it's not all 
about pleasing your man. It's about pleasing yourself and celebrating who you are and 
being proud of yourself."
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