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Rice charged with possessing child pornography                                                             241 words

     A 42-year-old bus driver for the West Chester Area School District has been suspended 

from operating school buses after being charged yesterday with possessing and disseminating 

child pornography.

     Charles W. Rice of Valley Township faces 262 counts of possession of child pornography, 

two counts of dissemination of child pornography, and a single count of criminal use of a 

communication facility, according to the Chester County District Attorney’s office.

     However, a release issued by the school district stated, “there is no evidence that the 

defendant had any improper contact with, or possesses any child pornography related to any 

children he had contact with in the course of his duties as a bus driver.”     

     Prosecuting District Attorney Joseph W. Carroll said the accusations against Rice surfaced 

after a federal investigation into an online credit-card verification service found charges for a 

number of “for profit” child pornography Internet sites. 

     A preliminary analysis of Rice’s computer revealed “numerous images of suspected child 

pornography,” which led to his arrest.

     Rice is being held at Chester County Prison awaiting his preliminary hearing. That hearing is 

scheduled for Monday in front of district judge Grover E. Koon.  According to the Chester 

County District Attorney’s office, he was arrested on Friday and arraigned in front of District 

Judge Gwenn S. Knapp, who set bail at 10 percent of $25,000.  

     Before driving buses for the school district, Rice worked for six years with Krapf’s Coaches 

Inc. as a street supervisor.

