     "You can wear a tutu, be butch, fem, tall [or] short," said Allison Subasic, director of the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Ally Student Resource Center (LGBTA SRC). "Everyone's different; there's no right way to be gay."
     Hers is a belief the LGBTA SR seems to recognize by connecting lesbians, gays. bisexuals, transgenders, queers, or those questioning their sexual identity with graduate student mentors and resources on and off campus, including the eight student clubs at University Park (see sidebar).

     The LGBT Support Network is another confidential way to seek help from individuals within the university community and Commonwealth Campuses who may be LGBT themselves, providing an easy way to identify supporters by the prominent display of buttons, posters, and stickers.

     Likewise, said Subasic, the LGBTA SRC uses the gay pride flag logo--a design that changes annually--to help LGBT students recognize friendly events.

     The colors often used--red, orange, yellow, green, blue and violet--represent aspects of the LGBT community. 
     In a gay pride flag that hangs atop the entrance to the center's lounge; red means courage, yellow equals light, green embodies community, blue represents equality, and violet symbolizes diversity.

     Turquoise, a color used in the original Pride or Rainbow Flag, is also seen in the center's gay pride flag and stands for celebration. To its creator, it signified art--seen in places like San Francisco. (click on link, sidebar). 
     Subasic came to Penn State in November 2001 to be the first full-time director of the center--a position she had held similarly at the University of California, Davis (UC) when she became the first full-time professional director of its LGBT RC in January 1998--something she considers one of her greatest accomplishments.

     Another is when she obtained domestic-partner benefits for UC employees after a decade. For about 13 years, she belonged to various committees committed to LGBT issues from equal housing to non-discrimination policies, both of which she helped to win.

     That time also included working, among other areas, as a librarian and in higher education--a subject she has specialized in for over 15 years after earning her bachelor's degree in sociology and social welfare from UC.

     While she was happy to see Penn State students march down East College Avenue on National Coming Out Day Oct. 11, she admits we still reside in "a small, conservative town in central Pennsylvania" unlike in the progressive state of California. 
     Even so, the center has many alliances like the Greek/LGBTA initiative and is fortunate to maintain 110 staffers, including 6-15 interns and 2 graduate assistants, who service about 4,000 LGBT students that comprise about less than one percent of the Penn State population.  
     A minor in Gender and Sexual Orientation debuts next fall.
