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     Outside the Galactic Republic-controlled planet of Coruscant, a desperate battle is being fought. 
      Rebel Alliance A- and X-wing Fighters fire blasters against a smaller army of Imperial TIE Fighters and Bombers. After all hope seems lost, with the destruction of the  Imperials' last asteroid mining facility, they bring in their secret weapon--a Victory Class Star Destroyer--that advances slowly toward its target of the Alliances' space station. The Imperial ship only has to fire its intense-energy turboblasters once, causing deep red-orange plumes to erupt across its surface. An Interdictor Cruiser follows behind to eliminate remaining Rebel resistance, and the battle is over in about a half-hour.
     This is the Star Wars universe vivified, in a computer game called "Star Wars: Empire at War." To 20-year old junior Aaron Reed, the game he purchased March 23  is "his claim to Star Wars fame"---his chance to rule George Lucas' over-$20-billion creation as a commander of Imperial forces on a 15-inch computer screen.
     The black-haired, blue-eyed Reed is a Star Wars fanatic, watching the six movies on his 27" Panasonic flat screen and reading books in his room in 213 Brill Hall. His chest of drawers contains 21 of the New Jedi Order series, excluding 95 he has at home in Dillsburg, Pa. or the 4 of The Legacy Era that takes place more than 40 years after "Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope" that sit on his desk because he is re-reading them. Miniature jedi, stormtroopers, and battle droids from the board game coexist with textbooks overhead of his desk.

     Reed, who's now in his sixth semester, says his room can be a distraction. The Food Science major says he concentrates better in the "convenient, close-by" study room only a few steps away.
     "I don't study with anyone else, because that always leads to talking and not much work getting done," says the former Panofsky Hall resident. "When I do study for things, I study alone--just review my notes. I don't go to the library. It's nice when you have this room here."
