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DCCC, community college rep for Penn.                                                                         500 words

     Walking briskly to across the second floor of Founder’s Hall towards the library, Yana A. 

Harty has a busy schedule of not only school but work as well.  “On Tuesdays and Thursdays, I 

have class from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. I have an ‘Experiences in Diversity’ class, I have this inter-

personal communication class, and I have Spanish.  During my break, I have lunch with friends 

or go to the library and try to catch up on work that I didn’t do.  When I’m not here, I’m at 

work…at the Outback [in Springfield]…four days a week.”

     She was not aware at the time, but Professor McMeans had nominated her to receive the 

Karen L. Berlant Scholarship.  The 27 year-old wrote two editorials and an article about cheating 

as The Communitarian’s Executive Editor last semester. “I didn’t even know there was such an 

award, I didn’t know that I could apply for something, I just got a letter in the mail that said, 

‘Congratulations.’”

     Yana is just one of the 73 recipients of scholarships awarded over $200,000 total by Delaware 

County Community College this fall semester.  But why does a community college have so many

beneficiaries?  Perhaps it does because, as Chair of the DCCC Educational Foundation Richard 

S. Downs pointed out at an Oct. 26 celebratory dinner at Drexelbrook Corporate Center, that 

“they have an excellent education…[due to] a professor in the classroom,…great advisors 

and counselors and career guidance.”  He should know, being a product of community college 

himself.

     Downs went on to say that because Pennsylvania is largely state-funded, community colleges

like DCCC can reach out to those without a job or secondary schooling, those who seek the skills 

they need or desire to land a job, and the community at  large through sponsorships.  

     “But there are still places we do not have sponsorship, and one of those places is…Chester 

County, Downs said, “and then there is a state of Chester I do not think support[s] community 

college, and I think where our main campus is, Marple Township, I don’t believe they do, so…  

we need to work on this,” he warned.

     Some notable figures are on the board such as Deborah T. Affonsa of Pepco Energy Services,

David M. Banet of David M. Banet and Associates, Ptoshia A. Burnett of Sunoco, Paul deBotton 

of National Reality Corporation, Barbara Denczi of First Keystone Bank, and Kathleen A. 

Lentini of PECO Energy.  Others mentioned were Jack J. Holefelder of Delaware County 

Chamber of Commerce, Bob Cassidy of the Boeing Company, Arthur R. Leahy of Janney 

Montgomery Scott, LLC, and, of course, DCCC’s own college president Dr. Jerome S. Parker.

     Gary L. Loveman, CEO of Harrah’s Entertainment, was the keynote speaker for the evening, 

which lasted from 5:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

      “I couldn’t come to the dinner because I had work, Yana said.  They [the DCCC Educational 

Foundation] sent me a certificate in the mail…[along with]… a check for $150.”  Laughing 

about how fast the money was spent, she, “[put that] towards books.” 

