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Scottish Rite Sunday

   Unionville, Pa.-- Men can don their kilts and ladies their shawls for Unionville 
Presbyterian Church’s celebration of more than 300 years of Scottish heritage at 815 
Wollaston Road.
     This celebration, known as Scottish Rite Sunday, commences on May 21 at the 

church’s  8:30 and 11:00 worship services.

     After the introit, a procession of the Christian Cross, Bible, Communion Elements of 

chalice and bread, the Christian flag, holy pitcher of water and American Flag will 

proceed to the church’s front.

     These items will be followed by bagpiper David Bailiff playing “Amazing Grace.”

     There will also be Scottish Rite Communion after the last hymn.  In accord with 

tradition, each parishioner will be given a nickel they will have to present later to 

participate.

     The nickel is symbolic of a token that was originally given to parishioners deemed 

worthy to partake of Communion on Thursday or Friday “Preparatory Services.”

     But this ritualistic element is only one of many that evidences the Scottish Rite’s 

history, began with the Kirking of the Tartans (blessing clan colors) in the 1940s United 

States by Senate Chaplain Dr. Peter Marshall after its English origins.

     Canon is preserved according to that of a High Anglican English service, as 

dictated by the 1549 Book of Common Prayer, but Scottish communion is  less ideal and 

somber in addition to rearrangement of certain English counterparts.    

      High Anglican worship, emphasizing church dominance in national life and return to 

the patristic, is broken into four parts: Introduction, Preface, Collects and Litany, and 

Eucharist.

      Revs. Beveridge or Knox, who wrote an official Scottish confession, made law 
in 1560, may have preached at the first Scottish Rite Sunday.

      Despite its variance from church to church today, Scottish Rite Sunday “has been 

practiced [at our church] for over 50 years,” Interim Pastor Ann Dickey says.

     Contact Kevin Hewston: 610-444-7638.
