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Voting Column

     Walking around campus the past few months, you've probably been bombarded with 

election volunteers' urgings that you register locally to vote. You've soured to the 

prospect of exercising this ultimate privilege yourself at such a pivotal point in your life 

and in such a historic presidential race that's only 31 days away.
     "Big deal," you say with a yawn to the above repeat arguments. But your 18 to 24- 

year-old demographic is poised this year to vote in record numbers, at least since the 
presidential election year of 1996!

     And the key words are "presidential elections."

     According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 45.6 percent of 18 to 20-year-olds and 51.2 

percent of 21to 24-year-olds said they registered to vote in 1996, while 31.2 percent and 
33.4 percent correspondingly said they actually voted. 

     Though they still made up about 13 percent of the voting-age population over the 
graph's 12 years, from 1994 to 2006, 18 to 24-year-olds showed progress in registering 
and voting in more equal numbers. The 18 to 20-year-old age group reported registering 
in 2000 at 40.5 percent and voting at 28.4 percent. The percentages were 49.3 and 35.4, 

respectively, for 21 to 24-year-olds who said they registered (and were assumed to 

be registered) and voted in 2000. Those percentages increased, respectively, by 10.2 
percent and 12.6 percent for 18 to 20-year-olds and by 11.8 percent and 7.1 percent, 
respectively, for 21 to 24-year-olds the next presidential election. The 18 to 20-year-
olds show decreasing differences over the three presidential elections of 14.4 percent, 
12.1 percent and 9.7 percent. The latter group shows decreasing differences of 17.8 
percent, 13.9 percent and 9.6 percent.

     Far less numbers of both demographics voted in the congressional elections than 

registered, although both types of elections are important.

     Elected officials at federal, state, and local levels may be less visible in the media than 

a presidential figurehead and so receive less attention, but they control everything from 

the basic necessities of life you enjoy now to your job you will profit from later.
     Say you want to buy an apartment or house after you graduate, with your newfound 

wealth. Mortgage rates are currently rising, forcing homeowners to sell in a buyer's 

market. Absent Federal Reserve System (Fed) action to reduce interest rates to 2 percent 

in September 2007, the mortgage crisis would likely be much worse. Ben Bernanke, 

present Fed chairman, is appointed by the president. However, the position is confirmed 

by the Senate generally every 14 years before the appointment can happen.
     But you don't have to wait 14 years, or even two years for the Senate, to see  
change. That's probably already happening to your education and to where you live.
     If you're a senior in high school, then elected officials at the local level determine 

school district budgets and tax rates and make decisions that effect curriculum, class size, 

and after-school activities. Local officials also make decisions that affect zoning, street 

maintenance, speed limits and emergency services.

      You can be a part of that change.
     Local elections, such as for township and school district officials, are usually every 
off, or odd, year--depending on the office. Local elections can also refer to state elections. 

For example, Pennsylvanians are voting for their next attorney general, treasurer, auditor 

general, treasurer, and two senators to the capital this November in addition 

to a U.S. congressman for the House of Representatives, president and vice 

president. 

     Education is an important factor determining voter turnout. On Super Tuesday 
this year, when 24 states held primaries or caucuses, the nonpartisan research center 
CIRCLE (www.civicyouth.org) said 25 percent of citizens eligible to vote under 30 years 
old and with a college background voted versus 7 percent of those under 30 years old 
with only a high school education or less. Education can be key to encouraging higher 
voting and registration rates among 18 to 24-year-olds, who the U.S. Census Bureau said 
showed the lowest in November 2006 of 22 percent, (compared with 63 percent of people 
55 and older) and 46 percent, respectively.
     Don't be the 12.2 percent who don't care to vote, according the a 2000 survey by the 

U.S. Census Bureau. 

     No vote. No voice.
