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     My usual routine is to eat lunch in the third floor lounge after my earth science class.  Prior to 

this activity, I conducted interviews that took me from the first floor by the Career and Counsel-

ing Center to the third floor by a bench, outside classrooms, that overlooked the second floor.  

     Nursing major Jennifer Pancabede, 20, was just sitting down on the same bench for lunch.  

She wore a pastel blue hat with bold red-pink flames blazing on both sides from white 

cursive writing that graced its front.  As quickly as I approached with my request to interview 

her, she accepted with a staid, friendly tone.  Of The Communitarian, she said, “Honestly, I don’t 

read it, so it really does not matter to me [what is published].”

     Luckily for me, 21-year-old network engineering major Sam Tarpeh gave me a better answer.  

“More about the college, what it provides for students, and what we [students] expect for the 

future” were his preferences for news stories.  He was hesitant in his response to my first 

proposal: “Can you take the time to answer some questions?” maybe because I did not tell him 

my questions’ purposes until later—not a way to gain anybody’s trust as an aspiring journalist.

Because I am Caucasian and he is African American, I also noticed a possible suspicion of me

that arose from a common fear all African Americans seem to have that Whites are looking to 

take advantage of them.  If African American males are more cautious (to the point of 

belligerence, of which they are habitually known in society at large and because of which my 

situation could have worsened), then African American females should be less so and follow 

their universal gender role of being accepting or motherly.

     Boy was I right, but probably not for my logic.  Louisa Pierre, an 18-year-old nursing major
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explained enthusiastically, “I’m new here. This is my first semester.”  Her eggshell-colored skirt 

hid her short, almost fragile legs inside pink leggings, and her face was flanked by puffy explo- 

sions of frizzy hair.  Articles about learning, or how students measure up academically with their 

cohorts at other schools, is a topic she would hope to see in future editions of the campus 

newspaper due to her natural “freshmanesque” insecurities regarding DCCC’s curriculum.

     Liberal arts major Aaron Hann, 19, a fellow student who was in my Algebra and Trigono-

metry course two semesters ago, was easy to spot out of a crowd.  Although he had more facial 

hair at the time of interview, he wore his signature dark blue sweatshirt bearing the Atari video-

game console logo on his chest.  Hann, like Pierre, had never heard of The Communitarian but 

would like to know more of DCCC’s social programs and clubs.  “Clubs” was the same answer I

received from liberal arts major Brinton Rawson, 19.  A black hat that said “Ripo” on it covered 

his shaggy, dirty blonde hair, and his faded jeans and tan thong sandals made him look like a Ca-

lifornia surfer.  The two students had no problem answering my questions.

     My interviews ended the same way they began—on the third floor bench.  There I found 39-

year-old J.R., waiting for class.  With a military type crew-cut ensconced by aviator sunglasses 

atop his head, he curtly said that he had read the newspaper once while standing in line to 

register for classes, and was concerned more with campus safety and his degree program’s 

status/new developments than with any clubs.

     I leaned that journalists should not stereotype people and not talk to those people simply 

because of their own reservations regarding their sources’ diversity.  Reporters have an 

obligation to obtain the full story, which comes from conversing with all types of people!  As 

such I was more preoccupied with finding informants fast, judging my sources by their words 
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and not  by their appearances.  I was respectful of them and their time; for that, I was repaid by 

their willingness to talk to me—the  stranger—and by a boost to my confidence level.  Although 

this six-student population was quite different from me, I felt united with my peers.  After 

hearing the “college pulse” or buzz of opinion that concentrated on DCCC news, I realize I am 

undertaking this Journalism II class as much for me as for my fellow collegians.  All DCCC 

students are career-oriented but, as any other college student probably would, want to have fun 

and be involved in their school, socially or skeptically. The newspaper can help them do just 

that by giving them each a voice.    

“Victims”
1) Louisa Pierre (610) 259-1718; no e-mail because she is changing it from her recently unused 

high school address.

2) Aaron Hann (610) 724-9529; no e-mail due to his relocation

3) Brinton Rawson (610) 664-7929 noworiessurfco@hotmail.com 

4) Jennifer Pancabede (484) 680-4286 gpancabede@earthlink.net 

5) Samuel Tarpeh (484) 453-8486 texaslover-4@msn.com 

6) J.R. telephone unlisted jrw9525@aol.com  

