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    If skating is dancing on ice, then gymnastics is dancing in air.
    The Penn State Nittany Lions womens gymnastics team, ranked No. 19 nationally, prevailed against the North Carolina State Wolfpack that stood at No. 23. Rec Hall, which normally seats 6,846, played host to only 1,803 for the Saturday, Jan. 27 event.  

    First up was Casey Rohrbaugh, a gymnast from Spring Grove, Pa. Keeping her feet straight while she hugged her body, Rohrbaugh executed a graceful double twist that ended with a firm landing as she sprang off the horse over which she and the other gymnasts jumped. The two judges for the event quickly gave her a 9.7 for her performance that resulted in fourth place for the event. 
    For North Carolina, Kelsey Lee of Owings Mills, Md. surmounted the first uneven bar at about 6 feet high leapfrog-style.  Turning in mid-air after she pushed off of the higher second bar, she seemed to free fall some inches to again grab hold of the second bar before preparing for her landing. 
     Maybe the thin line of red glitter that outlined her and her teammates’ necks as part of their solid red leotards—not found on Penn State’s dark blue and white leotards that horizontally cut across the chest--hinted at a less flawless show. 
     Lee’s foot slipped on her dismount, along with the feet of at least two of her peers. But she earned a 9.750 from the judges and walked away from the competition with seventh place.
    The first rotation, or round, continued until four competitors from each university finished the event. It guaranteed an auspicious ending for Penn State: 193.850 to 192.625 that went on to compete on the uneven bars, balance beam, and floor exercise.
     One self-declared Penn State sports fan, who came from New York, said “I drove the long trip, but boy was this worth it.”  “Ya know,” his retirement-age mother said after sitting the 2 hour competition, “I was waitin’ to get outside!”
