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Under the radar? Hit-and-run-and-hide? 
       “He was trying to communicate and talk, but he couldn’t,” says Ronald A. Hasiuk’s uncle, Adam.

     About what? Was this victim from Ridley Park trying to say how he felt, either in pain or in reassurance to his relatives? Or was he ready to reveal the perpetrator’s identity in the hit-and-run car accident that left him paralyzed from the neck down? 

     Maybe this conjecture sounds as if from a mystery novel romanticized.  But one thing is for certain.

     The offender, if caught, could be jailed or fined on charges of vehicular homicide, also called vehicular manslaughter in Pennsylvania according to Patrick Artur & Associates, Criminal Defense Attorneys of Philadelphia, Pa.

      Jail time is “significant;” practicing attorneys Longwell & Gentle of Orlando, Fl. note that a criminal can serve up to 15 years. And the charge doesn’t rule out a maximum felony for DUI or murder, changing the venue from county to state prison.

     Something about this case, reported April 1 on delcotimes.com, has investigating trooper Joseph Durham especially interested.

     The story, “Hit-and-run victim dies 15 years later,” sounds just as mysterious as the “white vehicle with a dark stripe on its side” or the accident’s occurrence in “the early morning hours of Halloween.”

     Thirty-six-year-old Ridley Park victim Ronald A. Hasiuk, 21 at the time of the hit-and-run on Rte. 352 and Sycamore Mills road in Edgemont, has apparently vanished without a trace. 

     No accident records within five years, according to the Pennsylvania State Police at Media Barracks, and no recognition of Joseph Durham, the investigating trooper. 

     According to the pamphlet Open Records: A Citizens’ Guide put out by the Pennsylvania Freedom of Information Coalition in April 2007, “police blotters and incident reports” plus “victim-related information…in police or court records” are public unless there’s a reason for it’s being withheld, possibly due to the reason of investigation.

     Well, I think there are reasons to investigate. But among others, the most important is Hasiuk’s death at Fair Acres Geriatric Center, a county-run nursing home Friday, March 30. 

     The perpetrator may have just turned criminal. 

