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     When senior Sen. John McCain says he voted with President Bush "over 90 percent of 

the time," his experience is undermined.   
     McCain may have boldly broken with his party on climate change and torture, but he's 

clearly weaker on issues taking a forefront this election: economy, the Iraq war and 
healthcare, according to the latest Washington Post/NBC News poll. Our editorial board 
gave energy policy fourth place because it relates to economy
     Low taxes, including cutting corporate taxes, is a central aspect of McCain's economic 
roadmap. He also places onus on the government to buy home mortgages 
from families who are struggling and to arrange a more affordable payment plan for 
them, but doesn't go into specifics on either.
     McCain himself said at a New Hampshire town hall meeting Dec. 17 he's 

"not an expert on….this stuff."

     Sen. Barack Obama's plan features tax cuts for the middle class who make below 

$250,000 annually, which include an emergency tax credit of up to $1,000 for working 

families and a $500 one for employees. 

     The U.S. Census Bureau in 2007 noted the median household income was $50,233, so 
most Americans who likely make this next year will be part of the 95 percent of those 
who will pay less taxes under Obama's plan than McCain's.   
     We feel Obama's economic plan would have better chances of immediately 
stimulating the economy through specific proposals rather than the wait-and-see policies 
of McCain, who's simply hoping for wealth to trickle down to the rest of us. 
     In fact, the Bush tax cuts McCain hopes to continue have done little to help our 
flailing economy, where economic factors such as GDP growth rates and investments are 
sub-par, wages and salaries are slow to grow, and employment and poverty has increased.
     On healthcare, Obama would lower costs by as much as $2,500 per year for 

families. He'd require insurance companies cover pre-existing conditions, would have 
small businesses buy employee coverage or face penalty, and would allow children to be 
on their parents' health insurance coverage until age 25 rather than until age 23--an 

important issue that leads to a better plan recognized by even the American Nurses 

Association.
     McCain plans to offer a $5,000 tax credit to families that will go directly to an 

insurance company with the healthcare plan of the family's choice, and families would be 

able to shop around for plans in all 50 states. He'd also champion low-cost and high-

deductible Health Savings Account plans.
     While McCain's means to reduce costs sound good in theory, they will actually do 

the opposite--leaving his average "Joe the Plumber" at the mercy of big insurance 

companies that will limit benefits and charge hefty premiums McCain's credit won't even 

cover half of. Some will be left without health care as non-competitive 
companies fail.      
     McCain asserts that American troops would stay in Iraq for as long as necessary and 

so opposes a timetable for troop withdrawal wanted by the Iraqi government. Obama 

wants to reduce troop levels over a 16-month period to focus on Afgahanistan--the real 

area of concern as recognized by Admiral Michael Mullen, joint chiefs of staff chairman, 

and Secretary of Defense Robert Gates. 

     We generally felt that pulling out of Iraq was a better strategy, for the war 

is an unnecessary quagmire--the more than $565 trillion spent there, says the non-profit 

research organization National Priorities Project,  could be better spent on projects 
at home.
     When it comes to energy, both McCain and Obama support research and 
funding for the development of alternative energy sources. For example, McCain’s 
Lexington Project includes a Clean Car Challenge, with tax incentives for consumers 
who buy vehicles with low or zero carbon emissions. Obama’s plan includes an initiative 
to have 10 percent of our electricity come from renewable sources by 2010 and 25 
percent by 2025.
     Drilling would also reduce our dependence on foreign oil. We can do that now under 

McCain's initiative rather than wait for technology to develop new sources,
and any supplies we can acquire soon would help. .
     Barack Obama, overall, has fresh vision to move this country forward by solving 
current problems that bog us down. Hope is what we need--now. 
