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By KEVIN HEWSTON

NEWS of Delaware County

     It started with what some residents called a loud noise or a bang, but presaged a life-changing event far worse.

     Orange-red flames shot at least 50 feet in the air as about 100 firemen stayed 3 ½ hours to combat a near explosion that began in the top left Cashel Court condominium 362 and spread to adjacent rooms of the two-floor condominium complex known as Cashel Court.

     “I’ve never had such close contact with fireman, but there was a lot of detailed effort not seen in normal jobs,” ex-President of Cashel Court Condominium Association Don Miller said.

     That’s probably because a Tabby cat was rescued, family pictures in danger of being burnt were moved to another room, and senior residents were escorted through the water to retrieve any medicines and glasses they needed during the night’s events until about 2 a.m, when the firemen left. 

     “Actually,” laughs Miller, “our township commissioner was probably the last one to leave.”

     This Friday marks the one-month anniversary of when lightning struck Cashel Court condominium complex, causing it to erupt “literally [in] flames and smoke.”

     On June 27, 2007, the complex caught fire after the second set of thunderstorms rolled through Aston Township Wednesday night.

     Community Manager of Cashel Court Glen Myers received the “devastating” news in a telephone call around midnight.

     “Thursday morning, I felt even worse for the four members who lost their homes,” he said. 

     Four left-most housing units out of the ten in the two-floored building—addresses 362, 363, 364, and 365—were left “uninhabitable.” Condo 362 and the one below, 363, have been since torn down due to severe damage, while the next two on the right of the tic-tac-toe board have bids out to rebuild them. Others suffered more minor damage, such as water problems. 

      The township Fire Marshal has officially ruled the tragedy a lightning strike and deemed the two left-most units that were torn down especially unsafe to return, but Myers is determined to rebuild.

     “We’re working as hard as we can with our contractor [of Innovative Restoration, Inc. of Prospect Park] and [Homeowner’s Association] insurance company to get the condos up and running again,” Myers said. 

     Meanwhile, the residents who lost their homes are living elsewhere, having had to make their own arrangements—which, according to Miller, they did that evening.

     But at least the residents were among the zero injured or dead.

      Cashel Court condominiums, which contain 198 units in the 16-year-old development that comprises about 20 buildings around Cashel, Derry, Miley, and Westford Drives, has been overseen by the Community Management Services Group, Inc. since 2005.  The company provides property maintenance and financial management to communities in Pennsylvania and New Jersey as well as to non-residential clients in New Jersey. 

